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Challenges
and Opportunities
Towards 15 years of Touro College Berlin
In 2001, Sara Nachama was first introduced to Dr. Bernard Lander,
of blessed memory, in New York. He was about to relinquish one of his
most treasured projects. He had dreamt of establishing a Touro campus
in Berlin, the capital of Germany since its reunification. But due to
German bureaucracy and the lack of on-site management, it seemed

college now offers both bachelor and master degree programs, including a business and a psychology bachelor’s degree and a business and
a holocaust communication master’s degree.

that Dr. Lander was not able to fulfill his dream. Upon hearing this,
Sara Nachama immediately felt that this could be her next big project
after having gained experience in various other endeavors, including
the coordination of the Jewish Cultural Days in Berlin. Accepting the
challenge, she offered Dr. Lander to fulfill his vision and establish a
Touro College Berlin campus. She met with various political leaders
from Berlin and the Federal Government and legislature. Mrs. Nachama was delighted to hear that an American-Jewish college in Berlin was
considered to be a very welcome addition to the city’s existing institutions of higher learning.

ted States and in Germany, allowing its graduates to freely choose between various international career options. Touro’s MBA is accredited
solely in the US by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education. Furthermore, Touro Berlin is part of Touro’s international network of colleges and institutions of higher learning, referred to as the
Touro System. Campuses exist in Jerusalem, Moscow, Nevada, New
York, Los Angeles and San Francisco. Students are able to use these
opportunities to study abroad without much bureaucratic hassle. International students are especially offered interesting summer programs
that not only give access to a lot of knowledge in a very short time, but
also allow for interesting cross-cultural debates and exchanges and a lot
of networking opportunities.

Two years later, in the fall semester of 2003, Touro College Berlin opened its campus Am Rupenhorn to its first class of 19 students. In the
beginning, Touro offered only one degree, the Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration. In the 14 years that followed, Touro Berlin
expanded the college to 170 students, hailing from over 40 nations. The
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Touro Berlin’s degrees are for the most part accredited both in the Uni-

Another of Touro Berlin’s strong points is its beautiful campus, which is
located close to the Havel river. Boasting a Bauhaus-style central building and two smaller lecture and office houses as well as a green campus
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densely populated by large and old trees, there is no
university in Berlin that offers a similar retreat-like
atmosphere. American movies with students surrounding their professor, who sits at a tree talking
about American literature, come to mind instantly.
As a Jewish-American institution, Touro is also
one of the important pillars of Berlin’s growing
and vibrant Jewish community. It attracts a lot of
Jewish students both from inside and outside Berlin, including many young Israelis who are drawn
in by the city’s many cultural and business opportunities and (relatively) cheap rent prices and
living costs. Touro also prides itself in the diversity
of its student body. Its students are multi-cultural,
of various confessions and represent all walks of
life. Mrs. Nachama is especially proud of her large
number of Muslim students. When asked about
fear of antisemitism, she immediately explains that
Touro sees itself as a beacon of integration and
acceptance and does not tolerate stereotypes or
prejudices. This is one of the key aspects that creates the welcoming atmosphere that can be found
all around the campus and in the lecture halls.
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Germany convened at Touro Berlin in June 2017.
C-Muse is headed by Touro’s professor of psychology Prof. Dr. Özen Odag and funded by the
German Research Foundation. Renowned crosscultural psychologist Prof. Dr. Ype Poortinga was
the keynote speaker and mentor of this venture,
pushing the network towards cohesion, despite
the highly heterogeneous research backgrounds
of the participants: cross-cultural psychology,
diaspora communication research, and media
psychology. The network succeeded in finding
a contemporary topic to explore together in the
coming three years: the role of the media in shaping anti-populist social movements and political
participation. In the following three years, the
network hereby aspires to discover and study the
media psychological means that promote democratic values and behavior much in jeopardy in the
current global political climate.

Another interesting fact about Touro College is
that its students are heavily involved in shaping
extracurricular activities and supporting each
other in their academic and non-academic endeavors. Touro’s student government is elected in
each year in the fall semester and has the task of
communicating the students’ interests and wished
to the college administration and academic deans.
Conversely, the student government helps Touro
in communicating new projects and courses. A
perk of being a Touro student or, more specifically: a Touro graduate, is the fact that graduation
ceremonies not only take part in wonderful venues such as Rotes Rathaus or Auswärtiges Amt,
but, moreover, that Touro is able to attract prestigious key note speakers, including the mayor of
Berlin, Michael Müller.
Touro might be growing up, but it is not losing its
youthful energy. There are several new projects in
the pipeline, waiting to be implemented. Among
these are a complete reboot of Touro’s “Berlin
Lectures” series. In the past, the lectures covered a
multitude of interesting topics and current events,
but in 2016 the program had to make room for
the introduction of psychology as a new degree
program and other developments. Touro Berlin is
planning a new series of lectures at various venues
with interesting speakers and discussion panels.
Also, as part of the Young Scholars Network on
„Culture, Media Uses, and Media Effects“ (CMuse), 18 international scholars from the USA,
South Korea, Turkey, Belgium, Switzerland,
Croatia, The Netherlands, The Philippines and

Currently, Touro is also planning to connect more
closely to various important outlets and influencers in Berlin, including start-ups, incubators, coworking spaces, and the media.Therefore, Touro
does not rest on its laurels, but actively tries to
expand its offering to the Berlin and international
communities. Mrs. Nachama actively advises to
stay tuned and readily follow news updates both
on Facebook and Touro’s website. Because one
thing is for sure: Berlin grows at an enormous
pace and so does Touro. The most exciting times
are the ones lying ahead, filled with further challenges and opportunities.
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